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The NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL of MEDICINE

SPECIAL ARTICLE

A Surgical Safety Checklist to Reduce Morbidity
and Mortality in a Global Population

Alex B. Haynes, M.D., M.P.H., Thomas G. Weiser, M.D., M.P.H.,
William R. Berry, M.D., M.P.H., Stuart R. Lipsitz, Sc.D.,

Abdel-Hadi S. Breizat, M.D., Ph.D., E. Patchen Dellinger, M.D.,
Teodoro Herbosa, M.D., Sudhir Joseph, M.S., Pascience L. Kibatala, M.D.,
Marie Carmela M. Lapitan, M.D., Alan F. Merry, M.B., Ch.B., FA.N.Z.CA, F.R.CA,,
Krishna Moorthy, M.D., F.R.C.S., Richard K. Reznick, M.D., M.Ed., Bryce Taylor, M.D.,
and Atul A. Gawande, M.D., M.P.H., for the Safe Surgery Saves Lives Study Group*

NEJM, 2009; 360: 491-9
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Mechanism of improvement

* The exact mechanism of improvement is less
clear and most likely multifactorial.

* Use of the checklist involved both changes in
systems and changes in the behavior of
individual surgical teams.

 The checklist is orally performed by peers and
is intentionally designed to create a collective
awareness among surgical teams about
whether safety processes are being completed.
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